
83. 202 MILLS ON THE CISMON TORRENT - CORLO DAM 
 
Along the flow of the Cismon torrent, the main affluent of the Brenta with a catchment basin almost 
equal to that of the Brenta itself until the point where the two meet, an important series of plants 
and structures have been developed for the production of hydroelectric energy. 
Along its 53.2 km north – south flow the following have been constructed: the reservoir in Val 
Noana, which supplies the power plant of the same name, flanked by the Caoria and San Silvestro 
plants, supplied by the waters of the Vanoi and the Valzanca and Valsorda brooks in the Trentino 
area. From the basin in Val Schener the waters reach the Moline plant, and from here a series of 
different connections supply water to both the Senaiga and Ponte Serra basins (see file 201). 
Downstream from the power plants of Arsiè and Pedesalto the waters once again collect in the 
Corlo reservoir. 
The dam built in 1954 at Corlo is about 70 m high, about 89 m at the crown and has a volume of 
25,000 m3.  
From the dam, a 3739 m long irrigation channel serves the Cavilla power plant in the municipality 
of Cismon del Grappa, passing from the right bank over to the left thanks to a 44.2 m concrete pipe 
(see for example the one in Castellavazzo). 
Access to the machine room, equipped with two groups of Francis turbines-vertical axis 
alternators, is a 260 m long gallery, similar to the one in Soverzene. 
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INTERESTING FACTS 
The bridges of Rocca d’Arsiè: a few years ago, Veneto Strade replaced the Vittoria Bridge, 
probably built after WWI, which linked the village of Rocca with the left bank of the lake and the Val 
Carazzagno. The new construction, with a clearance of 90 m, is composed of a caisson section 
with a mixed structure (steel for the beams and concrete for the framework) formed by two 
horizontal inside beams.  
The prefabricated ashlars, with a maximum length of 13.6 m, were gradually laid in the square 
behind the right shoulder with the help of a crane, following the partial assembly of the various 
ashlars. The final static pattern features one continuous beam on three supports, with a clearance 
of 44 m on the right bank and 80 m on the left bank, with a 4.5 m wide road platform without 
pavements. The new bridge has once again made it possible to serve the numerous groups of 
houses (Bernardi, Zanette, Carazzagno, Todese, etc…) and buildings used for the herds grazing in 
the summer pastures and to support forestry activities.   
Not far from here you can also see the “Corde Bridge”  
 
HOW TO GET THERE 
From Feltre, take the SS50bis. Once you come through the tunnel, come off at the next fork for 
Arsiè, and at the roundabout at the bottom of the downhill stretch, take the third exit and pass 
under the SS50bis; go along Via dei Martiri towards Rocca di Arsiè. The busy tarmac road, popular 
with cyclists, runs along the banks of Corlo lake. In the area are two campsites with a lakeside 
beach, as well as other rest areas along the lakeshore. For Arsiè, follow the signs at the 
roundabout, first exit on the right.  



To reach the Cavilla power plant, come off the SS47 at km 65; before Cismon del Grappa, at the 
fork at the establishments, turn right and head towards the centre of the village. At the crossroads 
with Via Giare di Sicilia, turn left, and just after that take right along Via Da Gai, the road that 
comes to an end at the power plant. 
 
  


